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Sacrament of Marriage — Information for Marriages

Enquiry Stage

The Church’s regulation is that couples should normally give
nine to twelve months’ notice so that they may be fully prepared
for so momentous a change in their lives.

It is important to approach the church first before making your
plans for a reception venue. No dates will be confirmed until you
both meet with a priest from the Holy Family Parish.

In order to celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony in the
Catholic Church, at least one of you must be a Catholic.

It is customary for couples to have their wedding at their local Catholic Parish. If you
do not normally worship at any of the Churches of Holy Family Parish, please state the
name of the parish where you normally attend Mass and give the reasons you wish to
marry here.

Please note you must not have a civil marriage (Registry Office) performed prior to the
Church wedding unless by special arrangements with the church.

If either party has been married before, whether in a religious or civil ceremony, it is
essential that this be disclosed with the initial enquiry.

If you have a situation that you would prefer to discuss with a priest prior to writing,
the Parish Administrator will be happy to arrange an appointment over the phone.

Marriage Preparation

Your wedding should be the culmination of much prayer and reflection. Your priest
will guide you in this process. To assist you in this, it is required that both of you
attend a Marriage Preparation Course.

Order of Service

The priest preparing you will be very happy to talk you through the order of service.
If you are both Catholic, you may decide to have a Nuptial Mass as part of your
wedding service.

Photographers

You can employ any photographers, and they will be allowed at designated places in
the church. The use of video cameras is permitted with the same conditions and
without additional lighting.
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Confetti
Under no circumstances is the use of confetti of any kind permitted either inside or
outside the church.

Your first point of contact for marriage in the parish will be the relevant priest who
will meet you both and advise on preparation and dates. Please email:

St. Josephs and St. Elizabeth’s — Fr Ephraim Odhiambo
eodhiambo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

St. Edmund Campion — Fr Liam Cummins lcummins@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

St. Thomas More — Fr. Kevin Hughes khughes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

1 Corinthians 13:4-7:

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It

does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.
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